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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The Media curriculum for Grades 6-8 is focused on helping students acquire and maintain skills in research, interpretation, synthesis and evaluation of 
information from all forms of media. The primary objective is to foster information literacy by helping students become independent users of library 
media services. An additional objective is to cultivate a positive attitude toward the library media center as a resource for personal and aesthetic growth 
through reading, listening, and viewing. For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff 
should refer to the following link - http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf.Instructional staff of students with 
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.   
 
 

RATIONALE 
 
 
Media Specialists strive to develop students who are effective consumers of information resources.  Through research experiences, students recognize 
that information is packaged using a variety of techniques, which it serves a variety of interests, and that it contains a variety of value messages.  Our 
goal is that students use critical thinking to make decisions about strategies and resources when solving information problems. 
 
Standards for the 21st Century Learner states common beliefs and purposes for student inquiry shared by the school library media profession. Media 
specialists are responsible for ensuring that skills, knowledge and attitudes concerning information access, use and communication are an integral part 
of the school curriculum.  Library media skills are important throughout life.  During school, they provide a means of achieving learning objectives 
within the curriculum.  In later life, information skills impact an individual’s ability to shift directions and learn new skills independently.  Media 
specialists work with classroom teachers and administrators to promote integration of information skills throughout the instructional program.  as 
members of building or district curriculum development committees.  Sometimes, media specialists have the primary responsibility for teaching library 
media skills.  On other occasions, they reinforce and expand the concepts after teachers have laid the groundwork.  Therefore, media specialists and 
classroom teachers must work cooperatively to make certain that these learning activities take place.  Mastery of these skills enables students to 
complete instructional tasks and explore personal interests. 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 6 through 8 are 
administered once per quarter.  

http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf.
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This revision is newly aligned with the NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING English Language Arts Standards. The appendix contains a 
“Crosswalk” from the American Association of School Librarians which shows the connections between the Standards for the 21st Century Learner 
and the NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the 
content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - 
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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STANDARDS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY LEARNER 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS, 2007 

 
The American Association of School Librarians (AASL) published Standards for the 21st- Century Learner, a 2007 document 
which frames our students’ information needs.  Library media specialists are guided by its delineation of the necessary skills, 
responsibilities, habits of mind and self-assessment strategies. 
 

COMMON BELIEFS 
 
 
 
Reading is a window to the world. 
Inquiry provides a framework for learning. 
Ethical behavior in the use of information must be taught. 
Technology skills are crucial for future employment needs. 
Equitable access is a key component for education. 
The definition of information literacy has become more complex as resources and technologies have changed. 
The continuing expansion of information demands that all individuals acquire the thinking skills that will enable them to learn on their own. 
Learning has a social context. 
School libraries are essential to the development of learning skills. 
 
 

LEARNERS USE SKILLS, RESOURCES, & TOOLS TO: 
 

1) Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge. 
2) Draw conclusions make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 
3) Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 
4) Pursue personal and aesthetic growth. 
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PROGRAM GOALS 
I ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES 
 
  Students will learn how information is organized in the library media center and in the community. 
 
 
II INFORMATION LITERACY 
   
  Students will select and evaluate appropriate media sources for specific information needs. 
  Students will develop search strategies to focus their information-gathering. 
  Students will use critical reading, viewing and listening skills to make judgments. 
  Students will communicate ideas in a variety of formats: print, audio, video, multimedia. 

Students will demonstrate the ethical use of information (copyright, plagiarism, bibliographic citations). 
 
 
III LITERATURE APPRECIATION 
   
  Students will comprehend and evaluate media in various formats. 

Students will increase personal and aesthetic growth through reading for pleasure and lifelong learning. 
  Students will understand literary genres. 
  Students will communicate what has been learned, valued, or enjoyed. 
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THEMATIC UNITS FOR INFORMATION LITERACY INSTRUCTION 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY 
 
Biography Projects 
Countries Research 
Decades Projects 
Docu-commercial (activist role) 
Inventions 
Parenting/Childcare 
Research Paper 
 
SCIENCE/HEALTH 
 
Alcohol and Drugs 
Biomes 
Diseases  
STDs and Birth Control 
Stressbusters 
Vertebrates and Invertebrates 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Ancient American Civilization Immigration 
Ancient China    Mayan Civilization 
Ancient Egypt 
Ancient Greece 
Civil War 
Colonial Times 
Constitution 
Culture of Countries 
Elections 
Forms of Government 
Great Depression 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 
 
Student progress is assessed by the media specialist in collaboration with the classroom teacher. Grades are recorded by the classroom teacher as they 
apply to individual assignments.  Media Specialists are assessing information retrieval skills for class cohorts and specific subgroups, to prepare for 
setting Student Growth Objectives, per the State of New Jersey Requirements for Teacher Evaluation. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES 

 
Course:   MS6-8                                                                     Title:  LIBRARY/MEDIA GRADES 6-8 MEDIA SERVICES 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 

 
The student will: 
 
Organization of resources 
1. follow the rules and procedures of the library media center. 
2. adhere to district computer AUP policies on privacy and safety. 
3. locate materials in the library media center. 
4. practice using a variety of information sources and the systems available to access them. 
5. demonstrate familiarity with the services provided by the public library and other community resources. 
 
Information literacy 
6. select appropriate media for assignments, using specific criteria for evaluating and selecting materials. 
7. use online library catalogs to locate information, for example: Library World, Morris County Automated Network (MAIN), online databases, 

ebooks and other digital resources. 
8. use a variety of appropriate search strategies to obtain data from print and digital resources. 
9. utilize the library media center webpage as a portal to access digital resources. 
10. recognize the patterns and relationships inherent in the  basic structures of resources. 
11. identify, locate and utilize organizational features of print materials (index, guide words, headings) and processes of scanning and skimming. 
12. navigate digital as iPads, phones, etc., become available. 
13. use evaluation criteria to select appropriate web-based resources. 
14. demonstrate the legal and ethical use of information, e.g., copyright law, proper citation of information, AUP policy and plagiarism. 
15. develop skills in planning and presenting when transmitting results of research in various presentation formats. 
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Literature exploration 
16. select literature resource appropriate for a variety of purposes, e.g., leisure reading and supplemental reading for classroom assignments. 
17. become knowledgeable about the different literacy genres. 
18. recognize notable and award-winning authors.  
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I. ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES  
Essential Question(s): a) What systems and procedures help the middle school student acclimate to the media center?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Through the Media Orientation, students will learn about the rules and procedures, the Library World 
circulation system, and the district Acceptable Use Policy, which emphasizes privacy and Internet safety. 

 
ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

1. follow the rules and procedures 
of the media center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
9.1.8.D.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
SL.6.1.b-d 
SL.6.2 
SL.7.1.b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1.d 
SL.8.2.3 
W.6.10 
W.7.10 
 

● listen to a brief presentation 
on: 
circulation policy 
media center hours  
computer policy. 
 

● complete student 
information sheets and 
retain brochures. 
 

● participate in a guided 
search activity for print and 
digital resources 
fiction 

      non-fiction 
      reference 
      biography 

Demonstration of proper 
media center rules and 
borrowing procedures, 
appropriate decorum and 
responsible use of equipment 
 
 
Retrieval of information 
 
Map or scavenger hunt 
results 
 
Q & A 
 
 

Sign out via Library World 
 
Date due cards 
 
Student passes 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/project 
 

2. adhere to district computer AUP 
policies on privacy and safety. 

 
 
 

5.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
SL.6.1.b-d 
SL.6.2.3 
SL.7.1.b-d 

● review the guidelines for 
signing and submitting an 
AUP, emphasis on privacy 
and safety when with using 
the Internet 

Ability to fully participate in 
computer research 
 
 
 

Media Center forms 
Sign-in sheets 
Media Center brochures 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
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3. locate material in the Media 

Center. 

SL.7.3 
SL.8.1.b-c 
SL.8.2.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
9.1.8.A.1.2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.F.1 
9.1.8.B.2 
L.6.2b 
L.6.4c 
L.7.2b 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2,3 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.6.7, 10 
W.8.6-8 
WHST.6-8.7 
WHST.6-8.9-10 
 

 
● find fiction, nonfiction, and 

reference areas, as well as 
copy machines, printers, 
etc. 

 
● utilize ebook collection. 
● discover various online 

reference sources. 
 
● locate computer programs 

and applications (i.e. 
Microsoft Office and other 
computer applications 
including network folder, 
etc.) 

Completed map marking 
main sections of the 
collection 
 
Independently locate needed 
resources 
 
Ability to follow step-sheet 
 
Student ability to complete 
tasks 
 

project 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
 

4. practice using a variety of 
information sources and the 
systems available to access 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.1.8.A.5 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
9.1.8.F.1 
L.6.2b 
L.6.4c 
L.7.2b 
L.7.4c 
L.8.2c 
L.8.4c 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.7 
RI.8.7 
RH.6-8.9 
RST.6-8.3-4 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2 

● utilize sources of information 
print 
multi media 
online resources 
media specialists 

 
● demonstrate ability to retrieve a 

book by title, author, keyword or 
subject. 

 
● identify specific types of 

resources. 
 
● access digital resources 

remotely. 

Library media specialist 
observation of student 
circulation habits 
 
 
Selection of and integration 
of resources into classroom 
assignments 
 
Observation of ability to 
select and retrieve materials 
 
Usage statistics 

Print collection: 
Reference 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Biography 
Periodicals 
 
Big 6 
http://www.big6.com 
 
Computer Resources: 
Library World.com 
“all words” 
OPAC 
Media Center webpage 
Online database  
Internet 
ebook collections 

http://www.big6.com/
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4. (continued) 

SL.7.ab-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.2-3 
W.6.8 
W.6.9a-9b 
W.6.10 
W.7.7-8 
W.7.9b 
W7.10 
W.8.7 
W.8.10 

Library of Congress for primary 
sources 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based don activity/grade/unit/ 
Project 

5. demonstrate familiarity with the 
services provided by the public 
library and other community 
resources. 
 

L.A.2.B 
SL.A.-13 
W.A.1.B 
Q.A.2.F 
W.B.6 
W.C.7 
W.C.9.B 
W.D.10 
RST.6.8.3 
3.6-8.RI.C.8.7 
3.6-8.WST.8.6-7 
9.6-8.WST.9-10 
5.1D.8.1 
8.1A.8.5 
8.1D.8.1 
 

● for specific projects, 
brainstorm resources 
available outside the school 
media center. These 
include 
district-sponsored web 
links; 
various home pages, 
including the public 
library’s;  
community organizations. 

 
 

Use of materials from sources 
outside the school media 
center in student work 
 

Outside Accessible Resources: 
Media Center website  
School website 
M.A.I.N. 
Online databases 
Community   
Resources 
Moodle Pages 
Internet 
Googledocs 
Gmail 
Library of Congress: 
Memory Pages 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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II. SEARCH STRATEGIES 
 Essential Question(s): a) What skills are needed to access materials, both print and digital? 

 Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Students will search Library World by author, title, subject, and “all words.” 
b) Students need to become adept at using search strategies, including key words, Boolean searching, 

advanced searching of school and public library monographs, databases, and other resources. 
SEARCH STRATEGIES 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
6. select the appropriate media for 

assignments, using specific 
criteria for evaluating and 
selecting materials. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.A.2.B 
L.C.4.C 
L.6.2b 
L.7.2b 
L.8.2c 
RI.8.7 
RS.A.1-2 
SL.A.1-3 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.A.2b 
W.A.2f 
W.C.7-9 
W.D.10 
W.6.1b 
W.6.2f 
W.6.6-7 
W.6.9b 
W.6.10 
W.7.6 
W.7.9b 
W.7.10 
W.8.6-7 
W.8.10 

● comprehend the unique features 
of media center resources: 
reference section 
circulating collection 
media center web page 
digital web-based resources 

 
● discuss the difference between 

primary and secondary sources. 
 
● compare and contrast sources 

based on assignment 
requirements. 

 
● seek specific textual 

evidence to answer research 
question. 

 
● make connections with self, 

the world, and previous 
knowledge. 

 
● discuss the criteria for using print 

versus Internet resources. 
 
● evaluate web resources for 

accuracy, authoritativeness, 

Choice of relevant sources 
(fact/opinion; 
current/background; 
appropriate level of 
complexity, etc.) 
 
Written response to a prompt 
about why a primary sources 
could be the best source 
 
Discussion to determine the 
types of information best 
provided by these formats for 
accuracy, relevancy, 
authority, currency, 
awareness of bias 
 
Incorporation of 
primary/Secondary sources in 
projects 
 
Identification of the best resources 
for their informational needs 

AASL: 1.1.2 
 
Media Center Collection: 
Note-taking  Sheets 
Online databased Internet 
The Library of Congress: 
http://memory.doc.gov/ 
ammem/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://memory.doc.gov/
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W.8.6 
WHST.6-8.6-7 
WHST.6-8.9-10 

spreadsheet for fact-checking 
from different sources and 
validity by fact-checking data 
against valued reference works. 

 
Spreadsheet for fact-checking for 
different sources 
 
Evaluation sheets for each site 
 

 
 
 

SEARCH STRATEGIES     

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

6. (continued) 5.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
9.1.8.F.1 

● use a checklist of web evaluation 
criteria for each website. 

    

7. use online library catalogs to 
locate information, for example:  

Library World 
Morris County Automated 
Network (M.A.I.N.) 

 

L.A.1B 
L.6.2b 
L.7.2b 
W.8.8 
WHST.6-8.7 
WHST.6-8.9 
5.1.8.C.2 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.18.A.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
9.1.8.F.1 
 

● review process of how to 
use an online catalog. 

 
● observe modeling of the 

different access terms of an 
online catalog, for 
example: 
all words/keywords 
  title 
  author 
  subject 
  expert searching. 

 
● demonstrate use of “link” 

for ebooks with MARC 
records. 

 

Library Media Specialist 
observation of use of titles, 
subjects, authors’ names, “all 
words”, terms changing from 
broad to narrow, and 
synonyms. 
 
Successful use of online 
catalogs for the location of 
materials 
 
Completion of practice 
exercise  to determine level 
of proficiency in accessing 
information in online  library 
catalogs 
 

OPAC 
 
Links on Library World page 
 
ebook MARC records 
 
Links on Media Center webpage 
 
Location of M.A.I.N. on Media 
Center Webpage 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/project 
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● observe how to 
request/reserve/hold item 
from a remote location. 

 
● perform hands-on practice 

after small group 
instruction. 

 
● use different features to 

media center web page. 
 
● Identify where as link to 

M.A.I.N. is located on the 
Media Center website. 

 

Successful use of online 
catalogs for the location of 
materials 
 
Completion of practice 
exercise to determine level of 
proficiency in accessing 
information in online library 
catalogs 
 
Media Specialist observation 
of student navigation 

SEARCH STRATEGIES  

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

8. use a variety of search strategies 
to obtain data from print and 
digital resources. 

L.6.2b 
L.6.4c 
L.7.2b 
L.7.4c 
L.8.2c  
L.8.4c 
RH.6-8.8 
RI.6.3 
RI.8.2 
RI.8.4 
RST.6-8.2-4 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b 
SL.8.1c-d 
SL.8.3 
W.6.7-8 
W.6.7.9a-b 

● demonstrate search 
strategies, using the unique 
features of each resource 
when needed for 
information problems: 
basic search 
keywords, “all words” 
Boolean searching 
Expert searching  
Exact phrase 

 
● read, view and listen for 

information presented in 
any format to make 

Successful application of 
techniques to a variety of 
resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross utilization of skills and 
strategies from one 
assignment to another 
 
 

Big 6 
www://www.big6.com 
 
Media Center print collection 
 
World Book Online 
Back-in-Time articles 
Primary and Secondary resources 
Spanish Language 
Explore New Jersey 
 
AASL:1.1.6 
Grolier Online 
New Book of Knowledge 
Grolier Multimedia 
Encyclopedia 
American 
America the  Beautiful 
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W.6.10 
W.7.1b 
W.7.2b 
W.7.2f 
W.7.7-8 
W.7.10 
W.8.8.8 
W.8.8.10 
WHST.6-8.6-7 
WHST.6-8.9 
5.1.8.D.a 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.A.1 
9.1.8.F.1 
9.1.8.A.2 
9.1.8.B.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 

inferences and gather 
meaning. 

 
● use evaluative search 

criteria and perform 
searches for specific 
assignments. 

 
● distinguish among facts, 

opinions, and point of view. 
 
● explore suggested web 

links when available in 
books and digital resources 
(books, ebooks, Online 
encyclopedias.) 
 

Media Specialist observation 
of student strategies 
 
 
Student analysis of research 
results 
 
Use of suggestions from 
handouts 

Lands and People 
Encyclopedia of Popular Science 
 
AASL.1.1.6 
Online subscription databases 
ASIRS (Research, Discovered) 
EBSCO (periodicals) 
Novelist 
Culturegrams 
Gale Group 
Digital streaming 
ebook collections 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/project 
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SEARCH STRATEGIES  

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

9. utilize the library media center 
webpage as a portal to access 
digital resources. 

L.6.2b 
L.6.2b 
L.7.2b 
L.7.4c 
L.8.2c 
L.8.4c 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.6.-8 
RI.6.6.10 
RI.6.1  
RI.7.8-10 
RI.8.7-8 
RI.8.10 
RL.7.1 
RL.7.1-3 
RL.6.1.2 
RL.6.1-2 
RL.8.1-2 
RST.6-8.1-5 
RST.6-8.8-10 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
W.7.1b 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.2-3 
W.8.8-10 
W.6.1b 
W.6.7-8 
W.6.9a-b 
W.6.10 
W.7.1b 
W.7.2b 
W.7.9a-b 
W.7.10 
W.8.7-8 
W.8.9b 
W.8.10 
WHST.6-8.2b 
WHST.6-8.7 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.F.1 

● participate in a presentation 
and take notes on which 
databases the media 
specialist recommends for 
a specific assignment, with 
attention to special 
features. 

Use of databases for 
assignments 
 

Researcher 
Discoverer 
Web Feet 
Subject based databases 
Links to additional digital 
resources 
Link to Moodle Pages 
Content/subject specific handouts 
Periodical databases 
Electronic Encyclopedias 
Online databases 
ebooks 
Moodle page 
Parsippany Public Library Page 
M.A.I.N. 
Links posted on Media Center 
webpage 
Citation generators 
Links to other digital resources 
Primary sources 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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9.1.8.B.1-2 
9.1.8.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 

 

III. TEXT STRUCTURES 
 Essential Question(s): a) How can identifying print text structures and Internet website layouts assist our students in research? 

 Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Using tables of contents, indices, headings, subheadings, and captions help student skill and scan in print 
reference books to locate answers to research questions. 

b) Students will navigate columns, articles, sideboards, headlines, and captions in databases and on 
Internet websites to retrieve data and information, perceiving the relative importance of major and 
minor placement on webpages. 

TEXT STRUCTURES 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

10. recognize the patterns and 
relationships inherent in the 
basic structures of resources. 

 

L.6.2b 
L.6.4c 
L.7.2b 
L.7.4c 
L.8.2.c 
L.8.4c 
RH.6-8.1-2 
RH.6-8.9 
RI.6.2. 
RI.6.5 
RI.6.8 
RI.6.10 
RI.8.2.-3 
RI.8.6.-8 
RI.8.10 
RL.6.1 
RL.7.1-3 
RL.8.1 
RST.6-8.6-7 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.2-3 
SL.7.1c-d 
SL.7.3 
W.6.1a 

● explain the similarity of 
processes in using various 
resources, e.g., using an 
index and keyword 
searching 

 
● practice basic searching 

techniques with databases 
and the Internet 

 
● evaluate similarities of 

digital encyclopedia 
formats/design of 
information. 

 
● compare ebooks to print 

format 
 

Written response to prompt 
about the common features of 
a print index and keyword 
searching 
 
Application of using 
quotation marks to refine 
searching 
 
 
 
 
 
Q & A responses comparing 
resources 
 
 

Pathfinder 
Note-taking sheets 
Computer software 
Internet 
Digital streaming 
 
Databases 
Internet 
 
 
 
 
 
Electronic Encyclopedias 
 
 
 
 
ebooks 
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W.6.2b 
W.6.7-8 
W.6.9a-b 
W.6.10 
W.7.1c 
W.7.9b 
W.7.10 
 
 

● use SIRS and EBSCO 
Pro/Con for persuasive 
speech topics. 

 
● reflect diverse and global 

perspectives in drawing 
conclusions (i.e. cultural 
and current events, etc.) 

 
Use of books in print and 
digital formats 
 
Evidence in student products 
 
 
Various sources 
 

 
SIRS:Pro/Con 
EBSCO: Point of view 
 
AASL: 2.3.2 
 

TEXT STRUCTURES 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

10. (continued) W.8.7-8 
W.8.7-8 
W.8.8-10 
W.8.9b 
W.8.10 
WHST.6-8.6-7 
8.1.8A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.F.1 
9.1.8.B.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 

● examine database design 
(similar format even 
though content may vary). 

 
● discover mega databases – 

multiple features 
embedded  (i.e. databases, 
periodicals, ebook 
collections, etc.) 

 
● consider email, read aloud 

feature, word “lookup”, 
citation, and other 
information options in 
many online resources. 

 

Infusing use of advanced 
search strategies 
 
Observation of student use of 
features during research 
session 
 

Search Strategies handout 
 
Moodle Page 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
 
 

11. identify, locate, and utilize 
organizational features of 
resources (guide words, 

L.6.2b 
L.6.4c 
L.7.2b 
L.7.4c 
L.8.2c 
L.8.4c 

● practice using text 
structures. 

 
 

Application of strategies 
while finding answers to 
questions 
 

Orientation Activity 
 
 
AASL:1.1.4 
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headings, index) and processes 
of scanning and skimming. 

RI.6.2 
RI.6.4 
RI.7.2 
RI.7.10 
RI.8.2-3 
RI.8.7 
RI.8.10 
RST.6-8.8-9 
SL.6.1.b-d 
SL.6.3 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b 
SL.8.3 
W.6.2a-b 
W.6.2f 
W.6.3d 
W.6.7-8 
W.6.9b 
W.6.10 

● locate and cite textual 
evidence to support 
research topic. 
 

● examine similar features 
in ebooks (i.e. Title page, 
Table of Contents, Index, 
etc.) 
 

● demonstrate adaptability 
by changing the inquiry 
focus, questions, resources 
or strategies when 
necessary to achieve 
success. 

Answers to questions 
 
 
Observation of student 
practice 
 
 
 
Teacher and Media Specialist 
collaborative observation 
over time allotted to project 
 

 
Class Projects 
 
 
 
AASL: 1.2.5 
 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
 

TEXT STRUCTURES 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

11. (continued) W.7.1b 
W.7.7-8 
W.7.9a-b 
W.7.10 
W.8.7-8 
W.8.9b 
W.8.10 
WHST.6-8.1a 
WHST.6-8.2b 
WHST.6-8.8 
WHST.6-8.9-10 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.F.1 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
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TEXT STRUCTURES 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

12. navigate electronic 
encyclopedias, databases, 
ebooks and other digital 
resources as they become 
available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.6.2b 
L.7.2b 
L.8.2c 
RH.6-8.4 
RH6-8.9 
R.I.7.2 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.7-8 
RI.6.10 
Rl.6.2 
RI.8.2-3 
RI.8.8 
RI.8.10 
RST.6-8.1-5 
RST.l6-8.8 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.7.1b 
W.7.1c 
W.7.1b-c 
W.8.8 
W.6.1a-c 
W.6.1.e 
W.6.2a-b 
W.6.2f 
W.6.3.d 
W.6-7 
W.6.9a-b 
W.6.10 
W.7.2b 
W.7.sf 
W.7.4 
W.7.7-8 
W.7.9b 
W.7.10 
W.8.1a-b 
W.8.2b 
W.8.7-8 
W.8.9b 

● observe library media 
specialist modeling use of 
search box, results list, 
truncation wth *, Boolean 
connectors like +/AND, -
/NOT or OR, quotation 
marks, suffixes like .gov 
and edu. 

 
● brainstorm keyword lists. 

 
● practice with specific 

assignments. 
 

● evaluate and use related 
Internet links as a 
precursor to performing a 
Google Search. 

 
● explore ebooks as 

additional reference tools. 

Comparisons of searches 
with broader/narrower terms 
 
Keyword lists as a part of 
research note taking 
 
Modification of search as 
needed 
 
Application of strategies in 
practice over time 
 
Monitored by media 
specialist usage statistics 
 
Use of Internet links 
embedded in digital resources 
 
Observe utilization of ebook 
inclusion 
 

Online subscription database 
 
Internet 
 
Research worksheet 
 
Classroom project support 
 
Note-taking sheets 
 
Independent student-generated 
research handouts 
 
pdf/full text HTML 
 
Email option 
 
Citation tool feature 
 
ebook collections 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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12. (continued) 

W.8.10 
WHST.6-8.2b 
WHST.6-8.7 
WHST.6-8.9-10 
5.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.B.1-2 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.F.1 
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IV. WEBSITE EVALUATION 
Essential Question(s): a) How should students evaluate the content of Internet websites? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Students should be skeptical about informative passages on Internet sites.  Asking if the authors are 
experts, and searching for sources to verify data or information, will alert the students to the fact that 
there are no editors or gatekeepers on the Internet. 

b) Media Services purchases vetted authoritative sources like digital encyclopedias, periodical databases, 
and fact-checked controversial issues databases, for example, which are efficient resources for 
academic work. 

Essential Question(s): a) What habits of mind will aid students in using information resources for academic work? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Persistence in search of answers to questions and flexibility in reframing one’s original questions based 
on new information and perspectives both are habits of mind which will benefit the student researcher 
over time. 

WEBSITE EVALUATION 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

13. use evaluation criteria to select 
appropriate web-based resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RH.6-8.2 
RH.6-8.8 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.6-8 
RI.8.2 
RI.8.4 
RI.8.8-9 
RI.8.10 
RL.6.2 
RST.6-8.3-4 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.8.1b 
SL.1c-d 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.3 

● participate in class and discuss 
specific criteria related to 
evaluation of information:  
accuracy 

      relevancy 
      currency 
      authority  
      bias 
      coverage 
      readability  
       purpose of websites: 
       persuasive, informative, 
       commercial 
 
● participate in an activity using 

and explaining the vocabulary 
of the Internet: 

Use of criteria to select most 
appropriate sites for research  
 
Habit of fact-checking 
 
Appropriate use of new terms 
and new resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search strategy exercises 
 
Website evaluation practice 
sheets 
 
Handouts 
 
SIRS vs. Google (Database vs. 
Internet) Comparison Chart 
 
CARS website evaluation 
guidelines 
 
Advanced Search Strategies 
Guide 
 
 



MS6-8 Library/Media Grades 6-8 Media Services     Page 26 

A-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

W.6.1a-b 
W.6.8 
W.6.9b 
W.6.10 
W.7.1b 
W.7.2b 
9.2 

search engines 
websites 
email 
ListServs 
blogging 

 
 
 
Matching quiz 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Web site evaluation checklist 
 
 

WEBSITE EVALUATION  

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

13. (continued) W.7.2f 
W.7.7 
W.7.8 
W.7.9b  
W.8.8 
W.8.1b 
W.8.2b 
W.8.7-8 
WHST.6-8.7 
WHST.6-8.9-10 
5.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.A.1 
9.1.8.F.1 
9.1.8.A.2 
9.1.8.B.1 
9.1.8.C.2-3 
9.1.8.D.3 

● apply inquiry-based 
research process with 
critical thinking skills (i.e. 
analysis, synthesis, 
evaluation, organization) 
in order to construct new 
meaning and draw 
conclusions. 

 
● analyze suitability of 

teacher-selected sites for 
answering research 
questions, based on above 
criteria. 

 

Evidence  of critical thinking: 
Rank order of sites, 
annotations, explanation of 
choices 
 
 
 
 
 
Identification of valid 
resources for their specific 
needs 

AASL:2.1.1 
 
 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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V. ETHICAL USE OF MATERIAL 
 Essential Question(s): a) How are we preparing students for ethical use of intellectual property in the research process? 

 Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Students will cite sources to give credit for the ideas of others. 
b) Students will navigate columns, articles, sideboards, headlines, and captions in databases and on Internet 

websites to retrieve data and information, comprehending the relative importance of major and minor 
placement on webpages. 

ETHICAL USE OF MATERIALS 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

14. demonstrate the legal and 
ethical use of information: 

 
Copyright law 
Proper citation of information 
AUP policy 
Plagiarism 
 

RH.6-8 
RL.6.1 
RL.7.1 
RL.8.1 
RST.6-8.1 
RST.6-8.3-4 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.3 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.6.19 
W.6.8 
W.7.6 
W.8.8 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.D.3 
9.1.8.A.1 
9.2 
 

● respect copyright law and 
understand the importance 
of proper citations for all 
formats. 

 
● explain the forms of 

plagiarism and their 
ramifications. 

 
● respond to an open-ended 

question about a  legal and 
ethical issue relating to 
copyright, citations, and 
plagiarism. 

 
● respect 

copyright/intellectual 
property rights. 

 
● Use note taking sheets to record 

bibliographic elements (title, 

Responsible use of computers 
as defined by the Acceptable 
Use Policy 
 
 
Class discussion 
 
 
Written response; small 
group discussion 
 
 
Obeying copyright law by 
using and citing information 
correctly 
 
Completed accurate 
bibliographies 
 
Note-taking work sheets for 
every source 

Signed AUP Policy 
 
Note-taking sheets 
 
A Handbook for the Preparation 
of Research Papers 
 
Shattered Glass DVD 
 
Citation feature in digital 
sources/Citation generator 
 
AASL: 1.3.1 
 
AASL: 1.3.3 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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author, publisher, date of 
publication, ©, etc.) 

 
● follow ethical and legal 

guidelines in gathering 
and using information. 

ETHICAL USE OF MATERIALS 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

15. develop skills in planning and 
presenting when transmitting 
results of research in various 
presentation formats. 

 

L.6.2b 
L.8.2c 
RH.6-8.7 
RST.6-8.3-4 
RST.6-8.7 
SL.6.1.c-d 
SL.6.3 
SL.6.5 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.7.5 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.6.1.a-b 
W.6.2a-b 
W.6.6-7 
W.7.1e 
W.7.1b 
W.7.2a 
W.7.5-6 
W.7.7-8 
W.8.8.-10 
W.8.1a-b 
W.8.6 
WHST.6-8.2a 
WHST.6-8.4-7 
5.1.8.D.3 

● plan and execute 
presentations. (i.e. 
displays, posters, 
PowerPoint, Google Docs, 
open source applications, 
and other digital media). 
 

● develop presentations for 
classroom assignments. 
 

● use of various computer 
applications (i.e. MS 
Office/Word, Publisher, 
Excel, Inspiration, 
Printshop, Googledocs, 
email, network server, 
etc.) 
 

● apply use of technology 
and other information 
tools to organize and 
display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that 

Synthesis of information for 
display in multi-media 
presentations 
 
Use of a variety of current 
technologies such as video, 
audio, graphic aids, etc. 
 
Creation of visuals to 
enhance presentations 
 
Word processing/data entry 
 
District-based network 
system 
 
 
Use of Google Docs 
 

Computers/ 
Computer Software 
 
Scanners 
 
Projectors 
 
Audio Equipment 
 
Video Equipment 
 
Other technologies when 
available 
 
Applications to support social 
networking (i.e. Web 2.0, blogs, 
wikis, podcasts, video sharing, 
etc.) 
 
AASL: 3.1.4 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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8.1.8.A.1 
8.1.8.3-4 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.A.1-2 
9.1.8.F.1 

others can view, use and 
assess. 
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VI. LEISURE READING 
Essential Question(s): a) What role does the Media Center play in encouraging leisure reading? 

Enduring Understanding(s): a) Students seek self-selected reading material for our individualized Reading and Writing class in middle 
school. 

b) Students are able to find pleasure reading and material of personal interest in various genres of fiction and 
non-fiction in the middle school library collections. 

 LEISURE READING 
 PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
 The student will be able to:  Students will:   
 16. select literature resources 

appropriate for a variety of 
purposes, e.g., leisure reading, 
supplemental reading for 
classroom assignments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RI.6.2 
RI.8.3 
RI.8.10 
RL.8.10 
RL.6.5-10 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.6-10 
RL.7.2 
RL.7.7 
RL.7.9-10 
RST.6-8.8-9 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2-3 
SL.6.5 
SL.7.3 
SL.7.5 
SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.2-3 
W.6.1a-b 
W.6.6-7 
W.6.9a-b 
W.6.10 
W.7.1b 
W.7.2b 

● recognize that resources are 
created for a variety of 
purposes and motives. 

 
● use bibliographies and follow 

recommendations for 
classroom assignments. 

 
● take notes on book talks and 

displays. 
 

● create book report 
(digital/traditional). 
 

● construct Bio in a Box 
 

● engage in an author visit 
(person, webcast, video). 
 

● compile peer reading list. 
 

● participate in a online book-
talk, book review or podcast. 
 

Identification of point of 
view, perspective, tone and 
audience 
 
 
Selection of appropriate 
reading materials based on 
personal interests and 
classroom assignments 
 
 
Student notes 
 
 
 
Written format 
 
Diorama 
 
Q & A 
 

AASL:4.3.2 
 
Reading lists 
AASL website 
OPAC 
 
ALA website 
 
Periodicals 
 
NOVEList 
Promotion of activities to 
encourage reading and literacy 
(i.e. Teen Read Week, Garden 
State Children’s and Teen Book 
Award Nominations, World 
Read Aloud Day, Poetry month, 
etc.) 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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W.7.6-7 
W.7.8 
W.7.9a 
W.8.8 
W.8.1b 

● research information for model 
design construction (i.e. 
earthquake-proof structure, 
parachute, airflow and a 
workable model of airplane). 

 
Shared list within small 
groups 
 
Podcast or book review 
 
 
Graphic organizer 

 LEISURE READING 
 PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
 The student will be able to:  Students will:   
 16.(continued) W.8.2b 

W.8.7-8 
W.8.9a-b 
W.8.10 
WHST.6-8.2b 
WHST.6-8.6-7 
WHST.6-8.9 
5.1.8.D.1 
8.1.8.A.1 
8.1.8.A.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
9.1.8.A.1 

   

 17. become knowledgeable in the 
different literary genres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RI.6.2 
RI.7.7 
RL.6.5 
RL.6.9 
RL.7.9-10 
RL.8.10 
SL.6.1c-d 
SL.7.1c-d 
SL.7.5 
SL.8.1d 
W.6.6 
W.6.9a 

● locate and identify genres that 
match personal interests. 
 

● identify the genre of selected 
books. 
 

● design Book in a Bag. 
 

● write or rewrite a children’s story, 
fable, etc. 

 
● develop peer-generated book lists. 

 

Use of information found on 
the cover and the flyleaf to 
determine the genre of a title 
 
Observe use of OPAC to 
locate book of specific genre 
 
Demonstrate use of 
NOVEList or other 

List of genre criteria 
 
NOVEList 
 
Links on webpage 
 
Book lists 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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W.6.10 
W.7.9a 
W.7.10 
W.8.5-7 
WHST.6-8.6 
8.1.8.A.1 
8.1.8.A.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
9.1.8.A.1 
 

● compose a digital/traditional book 
report. 
 

● participate in an online book-talk, 
book review or podcast. 
 

● compare/contrast 
science/invention-based theme 
with a science fiction/fantasy-
based novel or a historical fiction 
novel to actual historical event in 
time. 

suggested reading online 
program/tool 
 
Google Doc, with comments 
from all 
 
Written or visual 
presentation 
 
Student products 
 
Recognition of literature’s 
connection to fact, in history 
or science 
 

 
LEISURE READING 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

18. recognize notable and award-
wining authors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RI.6.6-7 
RI.7.7 
RI.7.9 
RL.6.2 
RL.6.5 
RL.6.9 
RL.7.2 
RL.7.7 
RL.9-10 
SL.6.1b-d 
SL.6.2 
SL.6.5 
SL.7.1b-d 
SL.7.3 
SL.7.5 

● investigate information 
relating to young adult 
authors and the criteria 
used to evaluate the 
literature. 

 
● distinguish among 

different awards 
 
● construct a Book in a Bag. 
 
● produce a Podcast. 

Recognition of individual 
styles of authors and 
illustrators 
 
Identifying criteria 
 
Book report in physical form 
through artifacts with 
commentary 
 
Student audio reviews 
 

Award Books: 
Coretta Scott King 
Newbery 
Regina Garden State 
Carnegie Medal 
Printz 
Caldecott 
YALSA 
 
Book lists 
 
Standards being used will vary 
based on activity/grade/unit/ 
project 
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SL.8.1b-d 
SL.8.3 
W.6.6.7 
W.6.10 
W.7.6 
W.8.5-7 
WHST.6-8.6 
8.1.8.A.1 
8.1.8.A.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.D.1 
9.1.8.A.1 

 
● participate in an online 

book-talk, book review or 
peer reading list. 

 
● experience an author visit 

(person, webcast, video 
recording). 

 
● create a digital book 

report. 
 

Media Specialist/Teacher 
observation 
 
 
Videotape, student written 
responses 
 
 
Completed work 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE 
 
11th Ed. Middle & Junior High Core Collection, 2013 Edition.  Amenia, NY: Grey House Publishing, 2013, Print. 
 
DIGITAL REFERENCE SOURCES 
 
Gale:  

Biography in Context 
Student Resource Center 

 
Grolier Encyclopedia Online: 
 America the Beautiful 

Encyclopedia America 
 Grolier Kids 
 Lands and Peoples 
 New Book of Popular Science 
 Multimedia 
 
Library of Congress: American Memory  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 
 
Teen Health and Wellness 
 
World Book 

Culturegrams  
Kids: Students: Advanced Proquest 

 SIRS Discoverer 
 SIRS Issues Researcher 
 
WEBSITES 
 
A & E Classroom.  A & E Television Networks:  http://www.AandE.com 
America’s Story. (from America’s Library).  The Library of Congress:   http://www.americaslibrary.gov 
American Library Association.  1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 403, Washington, D.C. 20004-1701:  http://www.ala.org 
Biography.  A & E Television Networks:  http://www.Biography.com 

http://www.aande.com/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/
http://www.ala.org/
http://www.biography.com/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (continued) 
 
The Chalkboard, A Classroom Corporate Connection:  http://thechalkboard.com 
Discovery School/Discovery Channel.  Discovery Communications, Inc.  7700 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814:  http://school.discovery.com/ 
Eisenberg, Michael and Robert E. Berkowitz.  Big 6.  http://www.big6.com 
Highlands Regional Library Cooperative:  http://www.hrlc.org/ 
The History Channel.  A & E Television Networks:  http://www.historychannel.com 
International Society for Technology in Education.  480 Charnelton Street, Eugene, OR 97401-2626:  http://www.iste.org 
The Invisible Web.  A companion site to the book by Chris Sherman:  http://invisible-web.net 
The Learning Channel.  Discovery Communications, Inc.  7700 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814:  http://tlc.discovery.com/ 
The Library of Congress American Memory.  http://memoryl.oc.gov/ammem/index.html 
The Library of Congress Online Catalog.  http://catalog.loc.gov/ 
The Library of Congress Teacher Page: Teaching with Primary Sources. http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 
Media & Methods Magazine.  1429 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102:  http://www.media-methods.com 
Morris Automated Information Network.  MAIN, Inc.  P. O. Box 900, Morristown, NJ 07963-0900:  http://www.gti.net/main/ 
New Jersey Association of School Librarians.  P. O. Box 610, Trenton, NJ  08607: http://www.njasl.org 
New Jersey State Library.  P.O. Box 520, Trenton, NJ 08625-0520: http://www.njstatelib.org/ 
The School Librarian’s Workshop.  Library Learning Resources, Inc.  P.O. Box 87, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922:  http://www.school-librarians-workshop.com 
School Library Learning 2.0: an online learning program for CSLA members and friends: http://schoollibrary/earnings.blogspot.com 
Schrock, Kathleen.  Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators:  http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/ 
The Teacher Quest, A Web Quest on Creating a Web Quest.  Web Quest Academy, Warrensburg R-VI Schools, Warrensburg, MO:  

http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/webquest/teacher_quest/ 
Township of Parsippany-Troy Hills:  http://www.parsippany.net/ 
Valenza, Joyce.  Joyce Valenza’s Homepage.  http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/jvweb.htm 
 
 
 
 

http://thechalkboard.com/
http://school.discovery.com/
http://www.big6.com/
http://www.hrlc.org/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://www.iste.org/
http://invisible-web.net/
http://tlc.discovery.com/
http://memoryl.oc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://catalog.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.media-methods.com/
http://www.gti.net/main/
http://www.njasl.org/
http://www.njstatelib.org/
http://www.school-librarians-workshop.com/
http://schoollibrary/earnings.blogspot.com
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/
http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/webquest/teacher_quest/
http://www.parsippany.net/
http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/jvweb.htm
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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AUTHENTIC ASSSESMENT TASK 
 
You have been hired as a consultant for the Wide World of Summer Program, and have an unusual opportunity.  The adults who design the courses 
want a middle school perspective on some of their new ideas for their proposed secondary summer enrichment program. You are an eighth grader 
known for your computer ability, and spend some time blogging about topics that interest you.  Your computer teacher asked you to explore several 
topics to select websites to use with the students. 
 
The topics the teacher gave you are: 
 

1. Shakespeare-for a drama course. 
2. The environment-for a course called Going Green! 

 
To successfully accomplish this task, use Google to search each topic.  Take the first page of results to select websites to compare.  Rate the sites 
with the Evaluation criteria Worksheet, so you can suggest the best two for academic work during this summer program.  You will present the results 
of your research and evaluation using a comparison chart format. 
 
TEACHER NOTE:  For each topic in this task, we enclose the first results page of a Google search.  Please provide a fresh search so students will 
have the most current selection of websites to evaluate. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR AN INTERNET WEBSITE 

 
 
Your Name________________________ 

Date______________________________ 

Teacher Name_____________________ 

Title of Assignment_________________________________________ 

 
 
Directions:  Complete this form for each Internet website that you use as a reference source for your assignment.  Remember to hand in a separate 
form for each site. 
 
GRADE the following statements.   0 (zero) if you do not agree. 
       1 if you do agree. 
       Maximum grade – 12 
 
1.  The information on this website is well organized, clear and easy to understand. 
          ______ 
 
2.  The information is updated regularly.     ______ 
 
3.  The website provides an email address, appropriate credits or contact information. 
          ______ 
 
4.  The author or organization is a known expert on the topic.  ______ 
 
5.  The website has good graphics.      ______ 
 
6.  The links on the site are easy to use and connect to other useful sites.   ______ 
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APPENDIX B AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS: 
STANDARDS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY LEARNER 
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Standard 1: Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge. 
1.1 SKILLS 
1.1.1 Follow an inquiry- based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects, and make the real- world connection for using this process in own life.  
1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. 
1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding.  
1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.  
1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context.  
1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.  
 
LEARNERS USE SKILLS, RESOURCES, & TOOLS TO:  
1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing inquiry. 
1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding.  
 

1.2 DISPOSITIONS IN ACTION  
1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers beyond the collection of superficial facts.  
1.2.2 Demonstrate confidence and self- direction by making independent choices in the selection of resources and information.  
1.2.3 Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats. 
1.2.4 Maintain a critical stance by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information.  
1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or strategies when necessary to achieve success.  
1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges.  
1.2.7 Display persistence by continuing to pursue information to gain a broad perspective.  
 

1.3 RESPONSIBILITIES  
1.3.1 Respect copyright/ intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 
1.3.2 Seek divergent perspectives during information gathering and assessment.  
1.3.3Follow ethical and legal guidelines in gathering and using information. 
1.3.4 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within the learning community.  
1.3.5 Use information technology responsibly.  
 

1.4 SELF-ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
1.4.1 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as necessary.  
1.4.2 Use interaction with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process.  
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1.4.3 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses.  
1.4.4 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 
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Standard 2: Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, 
and create new knowledge. 
 
2.1 SKILLS 
2.1.1 Continue an inquiry- based research process by applying critical- thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 
to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge 
2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful.  
2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular areas, real- world situations, and further investigations.  
2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information.  
2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make decisions, and solve problems.  
2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products that express new understandings.  
 
2.2 DISPOSITIONS IN ACTION  
2.2.1 Demonstrate flexibility in the use of resources by adapting information strategies to each specific resource and by seeking additional resources when clear 
conclusions cannot be drawn. 
2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and test them against the evidence.  
2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 
2.2.4 Demonstrate personal productivity by completing products to express learning.  
 
2.3 RESPONSIBILITIES  
2.3.1 Connect understanding to the real world. 2.3.2 Consider diverse and global perspectives in drawing conclusions.  
2.3.3 Use valid information and reasoned conclusions to make ethical decisions.  
 
2.4 SELF-ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify).  
2.4.2 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation.  
2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding.  
2.4.4 Develop directions for future investigations 
 



MS6-8 Library/Media Grades 6-8 Media Services     Page 43 

A-1 

 

Standard 3: Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our 
democratic society. 
 
3.1 SKILLS  
3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry- based research process by sharing new understandings and reflecting on the learning. 
3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners.  
3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 
3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 
3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues.  
3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly.  
 
3.2 DISPOSITIONS IN ACTION  
3.2.1 Demonstrate leadership and confidence by presenting ideas to others in both formal and informal situations.  
3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions.  
3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others.  
 
3.3 RESPONSIBILITIES  
3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating with others, and participating as a member of the community. 
3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others, and seek a variety of viewpoints.  
3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation and debate around issues of common concern.  
3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts.  
3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community.  
3.3.6 Use information and knowledge in the service of democratic values.  
3.3.7 Respect the principles of intellectual freedom.  
 
3.4 SELF-ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
3.4.1 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more effectively in the future.  
3.4.2 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product.  
3.4.3 Assess own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 
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Standard 4: Pursue personal and aesthetic growth. 
 
4.1 SKILLS  
4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth.  
4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous reading.  
4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres.  
4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres.  
4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience.  
4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily.  
4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information.  
4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning.  
 
4.2 DISPOSITIONS IN ACTION  
4.2.1 Display curiosity by pursuing interests through multiple resources.  
4.2.2 Demonstrate motivation by seeking information to answer personal questions and interests, trying a variety of formats and genres, and displaying a willingness to go 
beyond academic requirements.  
4.2.3 Maintain openness to new ideas by considering divergent opinions, changing opinions or conclusions when evidence supports the change, and seeking information 
about new ideas encountered through academic or personal experiences.  
4.2.4 Show an appreciation for literature by electing to read for pleasure and expressing an interest in various literary genres.  
 
4.3 RESPONSIBILITIES 
4.3.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, both electronically and in person.  
4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes.  
4.3.3 Seek opportunities for pursuing personal and aesthetic growth.  
4.3.4 Practice safe and ethical behaviors in personal electronic communication and interaction.  
 
4.4 SELF-ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
4.4.1 Identify own areas of interest.  
4.4.2 Recognize the limits of own personal knowledge.  
4.4.3 Recognize how to focus efforts in personal learning. 
4.4.4 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context.  
4.4.5 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed.  
4.4.6 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests and needs. 
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APPENDIX C CROSSWALK BETWEEN AASL STANDARDS FOR 21st 
                                          CENTURY LEARNER AND THE NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING  
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English Language Arts Crosswalk - Grade 6 
NJ Student Learning Standard © AASL Standard(s) 

L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous 

antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and 

speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional 
language. 

 

  

L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
A.  Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 

elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 

  

L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 
A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 

  

L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 

function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
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B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of 
a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 
part of speech. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
 

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
3 Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
A. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
B. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 
 

  

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 

RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 
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RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well 
as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

 

  

RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening 
to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they 
“see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills (analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new 
understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular 
areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 
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RL.6.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

 

 

RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.  

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills (analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new 
understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular 
areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and test 
them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.  

 

  

RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 
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RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 

RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 

 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.4.4 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 
that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 
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RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a 
memoir written by and a biography on the same person).  

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.  

. 

  

SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives 
through reflection and paraphrasing.  
 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation 
and debate around issues of common concern. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation 
and debate around issues of common concern. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 
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3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of viewpoints. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

3.4.3 Assess own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 
leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of viewpoints. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 2.4.2 Reflect on systematic 
process and assess for completeness of investigation. 

SL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation 
and debate around issues of common concern. 

4.3.2Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes. 
4.4.4 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., 
eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation).  

2.2.4 Demonstrate personal productivity by completing products to express learning. 
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3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and reflecting 
on the learning. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation 
and debate around issues of common concern. 

SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify information. 

 

1.2.3 Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products 
that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

         
3.4.2 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

SL.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
A. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
B. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and 

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 
 

Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make the 
real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 
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W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

 

  

W.6.2A.Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures 
(e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., 
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension.  
 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make the 
real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

W.6.2B Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.  

 
1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

W.6.2.C Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  

 
2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products 
that express new understandings. 

W.6.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic.  

 
2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products 
that express new understandings. 

W.6.2.E Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  

 
2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products 
that express new understandings. 

W.6.2.F Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 
explanation presented. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and test 
them against the evidence. 
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2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

W.6.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.  
A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 

from one time frame or setting to another. 
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

convey experiences and events. 
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
 

2.3.3 Use valid information and reasoned conclusions to make ethical decisions. 

W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 

3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts. 

W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make decisions, 
and solve problems. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by 
contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 
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W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills 
to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products 
that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make the 
real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

1.2.2 Demonstrate confidence and self-direction by making independent choices in the selection 
of resources and information. 

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or strategies 
when necessary to achieve success. 

W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  
B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in 

different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] 
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

F. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.2.4 Maintain a critical stance by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

1.3.3 Follow ethical and legal guidelines in gathering and using information. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 
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1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, 
digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, 
main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or bias. 

 

W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills (analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new 
understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular 
areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and reflecting 
on the learning. 
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English Language Arts Crosswalk - Grade 7 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards © AASL Standard(s) 

L.7.1 Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

  

L.7.1.a Conventions of Standard English: Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

  

L.7.1.b Conventions of Standard English: Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

  

L.7.1.c Conventions of Standard English: Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

  

L.7.2 Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

  

L.7.2.a Conventions of Standard English: Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

  

L.7.2.b Conventions of Standard English: Spell correctly. 
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L.7.3 Knowledge of Language: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 

  

L.7.3.a Knowledge of Language: Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 

  

L.7.4 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

  

L.7.4.a Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

  

L.7.4.b Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

  

L.7.4.c Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

  

L.7.4.d Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Verify the preliminary determination of the 
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
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L.7.5 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

  

L.7.5.a Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, 
and mythological allusions) in context. 

  

L.7.5.b Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use the relationship between particular words 
(e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

  

L.7.5.c Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

  

L.7.6 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

  

RI.7.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

RI.7.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 
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RI.7.3 Key Ideas and Details: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence 
ideas or events). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RI.7.4 Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

RI.7.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

  

RI.7.6 Craft and Structure: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

RI.7.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, 
or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium's portrayal of the subject (e.g., 
how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 

1..1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 
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RI.7.8 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

RI.7.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze how two or more authors writing about 
the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 



MS6-8 Library/Media Grades 6-8 Media Services     Page 63 

A-1 

RI.7.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

  

RL.7.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

RL.7.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 

RL.7.3 Key Ideas and Details: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact 
(e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RL.7.4 Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and 
other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RL.7.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RL.7.6 Craft and Structure: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of 
view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.4.4 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 
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RL.7.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Compare and contrast a story, drama, or poem 
to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques 
unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RL.7.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RL.7.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

  

SL.7.1 Comprehension and Collaboration: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

  

SL.7.1.a Comprehension and Collaboration: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 
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3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 

SL.7.1.b Comprehension and Collaboration: Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of 
viewpoints. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

3.4.3 Assess own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 
leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

4.3.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, both electronically and in person. 

SL.7.1.c Comprehension and Collaboration: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 
the discussion back on topic as needed. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of 
viewpoints. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

4.2.3 Maintain openness to new ideas by considering divergent opinions, changing opinions 
or conclusions when evidence supports the change, and seeking information about new 
ideas encountered through academic or personal experiences. 

SL.7.1.d Comprehension and Collaboration: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations 
and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. 
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3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating 
with others, and participating as a member of the community. 

SL.7.2 Comprehension and Collaboration: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain 
how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 

4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes. 

SL.7.3 Comprehension and Collaboration: Delineate a speaker's argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

SL.7.4 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Present claims and findings, emphasizing 
salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

2.2.4 Demonstrate personal productivity by completing products to express learning. 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 
reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 
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SL.7.5 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

1.2.3 Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts. 

3.4.2 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

SL.7.6 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 
7 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.) 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

W.7.1 Text Types and Purposes: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

  

W.7.1.a Text Types and Purposes: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

W.7.1.b Text Types and Purposes: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic 
or text. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 
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1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or 
strategies when necessary to achieve success. 

1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges. 

W.7.1.c Text Types and Purposes: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.7.1.d Text Types and Purposes: Establish and maintain a formal style. 
  

W.7.1.e Text Types and Purposes: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument presented. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

W.7.2 Text Types and Purposes: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
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W.7.2.a Text Types and Purposes: Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

W.7.2.b Text Types and Purposes: Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

W.7.2.c Text Types and Purposes: Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

  

W.7.2.d Text Types and Purposes: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.7.2.e Text Types and Purposes: Establish and maintain a formal style. 
  

W.7.2.f Text Types and Purposes: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 
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2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

W.7.3 Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

  

W.7.3.a Text Types and Purposes: Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context 
and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

  

W.7.3.b Text Types and Purposes: Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

  

W.7.3.c Text Types and Purposes: Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

  

W.7.3.d Text Types and Purposes: Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

  

W.7.3.e Text Types and Purposes: Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on 
the narrated experiences or events. 

2.3.3 Use valid information and reasoned conclusions to make ethical decisions. 

W.7.4 Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts. 
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W.7.5 Production and Distribution of Writing: With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-
3 up to and including grade 7 on page 53.) 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 
decisions, and solve problems. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations 
and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

W.7.6 Production and Distribution of Writing: Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

W.7.7 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Conduct short research projects to answer 
a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and investigation. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or 
strategies when necessary to achieve success. 
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1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

4.2.2 Demonstrate motivation by seeking information to answer personal questions and 
interests, trying a variety of formats and genres, and displaying a willingness to go beyond 
academic requirements. 

W.7.8 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

1.2.4 Maintain a critical stance by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

1.3.3 Follow ethical and legal guidelines in gathering and using information. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

W.7.9 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

  

W.7.9.a Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 
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a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction 
use or alter history”). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

W.7.9.b Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims”). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

W.7.10 Range of Writing: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 
reflecting on the learning. 
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English Language Arts Crosswalk - Grade 8 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards © AASL Standard(s) 

L.8.1 Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

L.8.1.a Conventions of Standard English: Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, 
participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences. 

  

L.8.1.b Conventions of Standard English: Form and use verbs in the active and passive 
voice. 

  

L.8.1.c Conventions of Standard English: Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, 
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 

  

L.8.1.d Conventions of Standard English: Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 
voice and mood.* 

  

L.8.2 Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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L.8.2.a Conventions of Standard English: Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to 
indicate a pause or break. 

  

L.8.2.b Conventions of Standard English: Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.  

L.8.2.c Conventions of Standard English: Spell correctly.  

L.8.3 Knowledge of Language: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

  

L.8.3.a Knowledge of Language: Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the 
conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor 
or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

  

L.8.4 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

  

L.8.4.a Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 

  

L.8.4.b Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 
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L.8.4.c Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

  

L.8.4.d Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Verify the preliminary determination of the 
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 

 

L.8.5 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

  

L.8.5.a Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) 
in context. 

  

L.8.5.b Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Use the relationship between particular words to 
better understand each of the words. 

  

L.8.5.c Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, 
resolute). 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 
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L.8.6 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

RI.8.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

RI.8.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

RI.8.3 Key Ideas and Details: Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RI.8.4 Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 
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RI.8.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

  

RI.8.6 Craft and Structure: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

  

RI.8.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 
topic or idea. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

RI.8.8 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 
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RI.8.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze a case in which two or more texts 
provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

RI.8.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

  

RL.8.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

RL.8.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, 
and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with own self, the world, and previous 
reading. 
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RL.8.3 Key Ideas and Details: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

RL.8.4 Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

RL.8.5 Craft and Structure: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RL.8.6 Craft and Structure: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters 
and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such 
effects as suspense or humor. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

RL.8.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live 
production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating 
the choices made by the director or actors. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

4.2.2 Demonstrate motivation by seeking information to answer personal questions and 
interests, trying a variety of formats and genres, and displaying a willingness to go beyond 
academic requirements. 
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RL.8.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws 
on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

4.2.3 Maintain openness to new ideas by considering divergent opinions, changing opinions 
or conclusions when evidence supports the change, and seeking information about new 
ideas encountered through academic or personal experiences. 

RL.8.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

  

SL.8.1 Comprehension and Collaboration: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

SL.8.1.a Comprehension and Collaboration: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 
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3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 

SL.8.1.b Comprehension and Collaboration: Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of 
viewpoints. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

3.4.3 Assess own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 
leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

4.3.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, both electronically and in person. 

SL.8.1.c Comprehension and Collaboration: Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant evidence, 
observations, and ideas. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

3.3.5 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within and beyond the learning community. 

4.2.3 Maintain openness to new ideas by considering divergent opinions, changing opinions 
or conclusions when evidence supports the change, and seeking information about new 
ideas encountered through academic or personal experiences. 

SL.8.1.d Comprehension and Collaboration: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence 
presented. 

2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations 
and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. 

3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating 
with others, and participating as a member of the community. 
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3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others and seek a variety of 
viewpoints. 

SL.8.2 Comprehension and Collaboration: Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 

4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes. 

SL.8.3 Comprehension and Collaboration: Delineate a speaker's argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

SL.8.4 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Present claims and findings, emphasizing 
salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, 
and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

2.2.4 Demonstrate personal productivity by completing products to express learning. 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 
reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public 
conversation and debate around issues of common concern. 
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SL.8.5 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

1.2.3 Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts. 

3.4.2 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

SL.8.6 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 
8 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.) 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

W.8.1 Text Types and Purposes: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

  

W.8.1.a Text Types and Purposes: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

W.8.1.b Text Types and Purposes: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic 
or text. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 
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1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or 
strategies when necessary to achieve success. 

1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges. 

W.8.1.c Text Types and Purposes: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.8.1.d Text Types and Purposes: Establish and maintain a formal style.   

W.8.1.e Text Types and Purposes: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument presented. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 2.2.2 Use both divergent 
and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and test them against the 
evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

W.8.2 Text Types and Purposes: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 
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2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

W.8.2.a Text Types and Purposes: Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

W.8.2.b Text Types and Purposes: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

W.8.2.c Text Types and Purposes: Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.8.2.d Text Types and Purposes: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic.    

W.8.2.e Text Types and Purposes: Establish and maintain a formal style.   

W.8.2.f Text Types and Purposes: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 
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2.2.2 Use both divergent and convergent thinking to formulate alternative conclusions and 
test them against the evidence. 

2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the pattern of 
evidence leads to a decision or conclusion. 

W.8.3 Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.8.3.a Text Types and Purposes: Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context 
and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

  

W.8.3.b Text Types and Purposes: Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, 
description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

  

W.8.3.c Text Types and Purposes: Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.8.3.d Text Types and Purposes: Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

W.8.3.e Text Types and Purposes: Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on 
the narrated experiences or events. 

2.3.2 Consider diverse and global perspectives in drawing conclusions. 
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W.8.4 Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts. 

W.8.5 Production and Distribution of Writing: With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-
3 up to and including grade 8 on page 53.) 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 
decisions, and solve problems. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners. 

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations 
and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. 

3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively with others. 

W.8.6 Production and Distribution of Writing: Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas 
efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools to access information and pursue inquiry. 

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 
understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 

W.8.7 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Conduct short research projects to answer 
a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects and make 
the real world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 
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1.2.1 Display initiative and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers 
beyond the collection of superficial facts. 

1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or 
strategies when necessary to achieve success. 

1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges. 

1.2.7 Display persistence by continuing to pursue information to gain a broad perspective. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 

4.2.2 Demonstrate motivation by seeking information to answer personal questions and 
interests, trying a variety of formats and genres, and displaying a willingness to go beyond 
academic requirements. 

W.8.8 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

1.2.3 Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats. 

1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. 

1.3.3 Follow ethical and legal guidelines in gathering and using information. 
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3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

W.8.9 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

  

W.8.9.a Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Apply grade 8 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, 
or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered new”). 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness to needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

W.8.9.b Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Apply grade 8 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, 
media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 
misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, and point of view or 
bias. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

W.8.10 Range of Writing: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 
(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to 
construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real world situations, and further investigations. 
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3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 
reflecting on the learning. 
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 Genesis Standard Description M E D I A  P R O F I C I E N C Y  

  

Standards being used will vary 
based on 

activity/grade/unit/project.  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1

0 
1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

                                        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8. 

3.06-08.RHA 
Grade 8 CPI 01 

Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources.    

     6   9 1
0    1

4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.2  

3.06-08.RHA 
Grade 8 CPI 02 

Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions.   

     6   9 1
0   1

3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.4 

3.06-08.RHB 
Grade 8 CPI 04 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies.     

        9   1
2       

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.7  

3.06-08.RHC 
Grade 8 CPI 07  

Integrate visual information (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital 
texts.   

              1
5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.8  

3.06-08.RHC 
Grade 8 CPI 08   

Distinguish among fact, opinion, 
and reasoned judgment in a text.           8     1

3      

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.9  

3.06-08.RHC 
Grade 8 CPI 09  

Analyze the relationship between 
a primary and secondary source 
on the same topic.   

   4  6    1
0  1

2       

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.10 

3.06-08.RHD 
Grade 8 CPI 10 

By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 

        9          
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complexity band independently 
and proficiently.   

• .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.1 

3.06-08.RSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 01 

Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of science and 
technical texts.    

     6   9 1
0  1

2  1
4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.2 

3.06-08.RSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 02 

Determine the central ideas or 
conclusions of a text; provide an 
accurate summary of the text 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions.    

     6  8 9 1
0  1

2       

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.3 

3.06-08.RSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 03 

Follow precisely a multistep 
procedure when carrying out 
experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing 
technical tasks.   

  3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3 

1
4 

1
5    

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.4  

3.06-08.RSTB 
Grade 8 CPI 04 

Determine the meaning of 
symbols, key terms, and other 
domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a 
specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 6-8 
texts and topics.  [inc. tech 
support-ppt, word processing, 
etc.]   

   4  6  8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3 

1
4 

1
5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.5  

3.06-08.RSTB 
Grade 8 CPI 05 

Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute 
to the whole and to an 
understanding of the topic.  [also 
for layout of web page]   

        9 1
0  1

2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.7  

3.06-08.RSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 07 

Integrate quantitative or technical 
information expressed in words in 
a text with a version of that 
information expressed visually 

              1
5    
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(e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, 
model, graph, or table).    

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.8  

3.06-08.RSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 08 

Distinguish among facts, reasoned 
judgment based on research 
findings, and speculation in a text.   

     6   9  1
1 

1
2    1

6  
 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-8.9  

3.06-08.RSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 09 

Compare and contrast the 
information gained from 
experiments, simulations, video, 
or multimedia sources with that 
gained from reading a text on the 
same topic.    

     6   9  1
1     1

6 

 

 

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RST.6-
8.10  

3.06-08.RSTD 
Grade 8 CPI 10 

By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend science/technical 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently.   

        9          

 o .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.1a 

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.A 

Introduce claim(s) about a topic or 
issue, acknowledge and 
distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically.   

          1
1        

 o .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.1b 

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.B 

Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant, accurate 
data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of 
the topic or text, using credible 
sources. 

    5 6   9  1
1 

1
2       

o .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.1c  

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.C 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence.    

     6      1
2       
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o .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.1e  

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.E 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented.    

     6         1
5    

o .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.2a 

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
02.A 

Introduce a topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader 
categories as appropriate to 
achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension.    

              1
5    

 o .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.2b 

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
02.B 

Develop the topic with relevant, 
well-chosen facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples.   

     6   9  1
1 

1
2    1

6   

o .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.2f  

3.06-08.WSTA 
Grade 8 CPI 
02.F 

 Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented.    

     6             

 • .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.4  

3.06-08.WSTB 
Grade 8 CPI 04 

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.   

              1
5    

 • .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.5  

3.06-08.WSTB 
Grade 8 CPI 05 

With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed.  

              1
5    
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• .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.6  

3.06-08.WSTB 
Grade 8 CPI 06 

Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the 
relationships between information 
and ideas clearly and efficiently.    

    5 6  8  1
0     1

5 
1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.7  

3.06-08.WSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 07 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing 
on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.    

  3  5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.8  

3.06-08.WSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 08  

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation.   

  3   6 7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6   

 • .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.9 

3.06-08.WSTC 
Grade 8 CPI 09 

Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis 
reflection, and research.   

  3  5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-
8.10  

3.06-08.WSTD 
Grade 8 CPI 10 

Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for reflection 
and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.    

  3  5 6   9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

o .ELA-
Literacy.L.6.2b  

3.06.LA Grade 
6 CPI 02.B 

Spell correctly.      3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2   1

5    
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o .ELA-
Literacy.L.6.4c 

3.06.LC Grade 
6 CPI 04.C 

Consult reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or its part of 
speech.    

  3 4  6  8 9 1
0 

1
1        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.1  

3.06.RIA Grade 
6 CPI 01 

Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.    

     6   9 1
0    1

4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.2  

3.06.RIA Grade 
6 CPI 02 

Determine a central idea of a text 
and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments.    

   4  6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3   1

6 
1
7  

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.4 

3.06.RIB Grade 
6 CPI 04 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings.    

     6     1
1        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.5 

3.06.RIB Grade 
6 CPI 05 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes 
to the development of the ideas.     

     6    1
0      1

6   

 • .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.6  

3.06.RIB Grade 
6 CPI 06 

Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
explain how it is conveyed in the 
text.   

     6   9    1
3   1

6  1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.7  

3.06.RIC Grade 
6 CPI 07 

Integrate information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as 
in words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or issue.    

   4  6   9   1
2 

1
3   1

6  1
8 
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• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.8 

3.06.RIC Grade 
6 CPI 08 

Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are not.     

     6   9 1
0  1

2 
1
3   1

6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.9 

3.06.RIC Grade 
6 CPI 09  

Compare and contrast one author's 
presentation of events with that of 
another (e.g., a memoir written by 
and a biography on the same 
person).    

     6          1
6   

  • .ELA-
Literacy.RI.6.10  

3.06.RID Grade 
6 CPI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the 
range 

        9 1
0  1

2    1
6   

  • .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.1  

3.06.RSA 
Grade 6 CPI 01 

Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  

     6   9 1
0    1

4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.2 

3.06.RSA 
Grade 6 CPI 02 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details; provide 
a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

     6   9   1
2 

1
3   1

6  1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.5 

3.06.RSB 
Grade 6 CPI 05 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza 
fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, 
or plot. 

               1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/10/
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• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.5 

3.06.RSC 
Grade 6 CPI 07 

Compare and contrast the 
experience of reading a story, 
drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live 
version of the text, including 
contrasting what they "see" and 
"hear" when reading the text to 
what they perceive when they 
listen or watch. 

               1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.6.9 

3.06.RSC 
Grade 6 CPI 09 

Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in 
terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 

               1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.1b 

3.06.SLA 
Grade 6 CPI 
01.B 

Follow rules for collegial 
discussions, set specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.1c 

3.06.SLA 
Grade 6 CPI 
01.C  

Pose and respond to specific 
questions with elaboration and 
detail by making comments that 
contribute to the topic, text, or 
issue under discussion. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.1d 

3.06.SLA 
Grade 6 CPI 
01.D 

Review the key ideas expressed 
and demonstrate understanding of 
multiple perspectives through 
reflection and paraphrasing. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4  1

6 
1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.2 

3.06.SLA 
Grade 6 CPI 02 

Interpret information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how it contributes to a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3   1

6  1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.3 

3.06.SLA 
Grade 6 CPI 03 

Delineate a speaker's argument 
and specific claims, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by 

1 2 3  5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6   



MS6-8 Library/Media Grades 6-8 Media Services     Page 101 

A-1 

reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.6.5 

3.06.SLB Grade 
6 CPI 05 

Include multimedia components 
(e.g., graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information. 

              1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.1a 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 01.A 

Introduce claim(s) and organize 
the reasons and evidence clearly.          1

0 
1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.1b 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 01.B  

Support claim(s) with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, 
using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text. 

    5 6   9  1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.1c 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 01.C 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
clarify the relationships among 
claim(s) and reasons. 

           1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.1e 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 01.E 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the 
argument presented. 

           1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.2a 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 02.A 

Introduce a topic, organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using 
strategies such as definition, 
classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g.,charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

          1
1 

1
2   1

5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.2b 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 02.B  

Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

     6    1
0 

1
1 

1
2   1

5    
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.2f 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 02.F 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the 
information or explanation 
presented. 

    5      1
1 

1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.3d 

3.06.WA Grade 
6 CPI 03.D  

Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to convey 
experiences and events. 

          1
1 

1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.6 

3.06.WB Grade 
6 CPI 06 

Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of three pages in a 
single sitting. 

    5          1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.7 

3.06.WC Grade 
6 CPI 07  

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and refocusing the 
inquiry when appropriate. 

  3  5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2   1

5 
1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.8 

3.06.WC Grade 
6 CPI 08 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources; 
assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and 
providing basic bibliographic 
information for sources. 

   4  6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.9a 

3.06.WC Grade 
6 CPI 09.A 

Apply grade 6 Reading standards 
to literature (e.g., "Compare and 
contrast texts in different forms or 
genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy 
stories] in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes and 
topics"). 

   4    8 9 1
0  1

2    1
6 

1
7  
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.9b 

3.06.WC Grade 
6 CPI 09.B 

Apply grade 6 Reading standards 
to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Trace 
and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are 
not"). 

   4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3   1

6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.6.10  

3.06.WD Grade 
6 CPI 10 

Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

1  3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3   1

6 
1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.L.7.2b  

3.07.LA Grade 
7 CPI 02.B 

Spell correctly.   3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.L.7.4c  

3.07.LC Grade 
7 CPI 04.C 

Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or its part of 
speech. 

   4  6  8 9 1
0 

1
1        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.1 

3.07.RIA Grade 
7 CPI 01 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

     6   9 1
0    1

4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.2  

3.07.RIA Grade 
7 CPI 02 

Determine two or more central 
ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of 
the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

     6   9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2       
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• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.3  

3.07.RIA Grade 
7 CPI 03  

Analyze the interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a 
text (e.g., how ideas influence 
individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or 
events). 

        9 1
0      1

6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.6  

3.07.RIB Grade 
7 CPI 06 

Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 

               1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.7  

3.07.RIC Grade 
7 CPI 07 

Compare and contrast a text to an 
audio, video, or multimedia 
version of the text, analyzing each 
medium's portrayal of the subject 
(e.g., how the delivery of a speech 
affects the impact of the words). 

     6   9       1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• ..ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.8  

3.07.RIC Grade 
7 CPI 08  

Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the 
claims. 

        9       1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.9 

3.07.RIC Grade 
7 CPI 09 

Analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape 
their presentations of key 
information by emphasizing 
different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

               1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.7.10  

3.07.RID Grade 
7 CPI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

     6   9  1
1     1

6   
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• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.1 

3.07.RSA 
Grade 7 CPI 01 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

     6   9     1
4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.2 

3.07.RSA 
Grade 7 CPI 02 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

     6          1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.7 

3.07.RSC 
Grade 7 CPI 07 

Compare and contrast a written 
story, drama, or poem to its audio, 
filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium 
(e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a 
film). 

               1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.9  

3.07.RSC 
Grade 7 CPI 09 

Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

               1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.10  

3.07.RSD 
Grade 7 CPI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the 
range. 

               1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.7.1b 

3.07.SLA 
Grade 7 CPI 
01.B 

Follow rules for collegial 
discussions, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9  1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 
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• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.7.1c  

3.07.SLA 
Grade 7 CPI 
01.C 

Pose questions that elicit 
elaboration and respond to others' 
questions and comments with 
relevant observations and ideas 
that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.7.1d 

3.07.SLA 
Grade 7 CPI 
01.D 

Acknowledge new information 
expressed by others and, when 
warranted, modify their own 
views. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.7.3  

3.07.SLA 
Grade 7 CPI 03 

Delineate a speaker's argument 
and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and 
the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.7.5 

3.07.SLB Grade 
7 CPI 05 

Include multimedia components 
and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize salient 
points. 

              1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.1b  

3.07.WA Grade 
7 CPI 01.B  

Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 

     6  8 9   1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.1c  

3.07.WA Grade 
7 CPI 01.C  

Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), 
reasons, and evidence. 

         1
0  1

2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.2a  

3.07.WA Grade 
7 CPI 02.A  

Introduce a topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and 
information, using strategies such 
as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting 

              1
5    
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(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.2b   

3.07.WA Grade 
7 CPI 02.B 

Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

     6  8 9   1
2 

1
3   1

6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.2f  

3.07.WA Grade 
7 CPI 02.F 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

     6  8    1
2 

1
3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.4  

3.07.WB Grade 
7 CPI 04 

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

           1
2       

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.5  

3.07.WB Grade 
7 CPI 05 

With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 
1-3 up to and including grade 7 on 
page 52.) 

              1
5    
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.6  

3.07.WB Grade 
7 CPI 06 

Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and link to and cite 
sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including 
linking to and citing sources. 

    5 6        1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.7  

3.07.WC Grade 
7 CPI 07 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions for further research and 
investigation. 

   4  6  8  1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.8  

3.07.WC Grade 
7 CPI 08 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

   4  6  8  1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.9a 

3.07.WC Grade 
7 CPI 09.A 

Apply grade 7 Reading standards 
to literature (e.g., "Compare and 
contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history"). 

        9  1
1     1

6 
1
7  

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.9b  

3.07.WC Grade 
7 CPI 09.B 

Apply grade 7 Reading standards 
to literary nonfiction (e.g. "Trace 
and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims"). 

   4 5 6   9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3      
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.7.10  

3.07.WD Grade 
7 CPI 10 

Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

1   4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2     1

7  

• .ELA-
Literacy.L.8.2c 

3.08.LA Grade 
8 CPI 02.C  

Spell correctly.    4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2   1

5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.L.8.4c  

3.08.LC Grade 
8 CPI 04.C 

Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or its part of 
speech. 

   4  6  8 9 1
0 

1
1        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.8.1  

3.08.RIA Grade 
8 CPI 01 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

     6   9 1
0    1

4     

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.2  

3.08.RIA Grade 
8 CPI 02 

Determine a central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

     6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.3  

3.08.RIA Grade 
8 CPI 03 

Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, 
ideas, or events (e.g., through 
comparisons, analogies, or 
categories). 

     6    1
0 

1
1 

1
2    1

6   
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• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.4 

3.08.RIB Grade 
8 CPI 04  

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

       8     1
3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.6  

3.08.RIB Grade 
8 CPI 06 

Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 

         1
0         

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.7  

3.08.RIC Grade 
8 CPI 07 

Evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of using different 
mediums (e.g., print or digital 
text, video, multimedia) to present 
a particular topic or idea. 

   4 5 6   9 1
0 

1
1        

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.8 

3.08.RIC Grade 
8 CPI 08 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

     6   9 1
0  1

2 
1
3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.9 

3.08.RIC Grade 
8 CPI 09 

Analyze a case in which two or 
more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and 
identify where the texts disagree 
on matters of fact or 
interpretation. 

     6       1
3      

• .ELA-
Literacy.RI.8.10  

3.08.RID Grade 
8 CPI 10  

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at 
the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

     6   9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3   1

6   
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complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.8.1 

3.08.RSA 
Grade 8 CPI 01 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

     6   9          

• .ELA-
Literacy.RL.8.10  

3.08.RSD 
Grade 8 CPI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at the 
high end of grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

               1
6 

1
7  

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.8.1b  

3.08.SLA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.B  

Follow rules for collegial 
discussions and decision-making, 
track progress toward specific 
goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.8.1c  

3.08.SLA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.C 

Pose questions that connect the 
ideas of several speakers and 
respond to others' questions and 
comments with relevant evidence, 
observations, and ideas. 

 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.8.1d  

3.08.SLA 
Grade 8 CPI 
01.D 

Acknowledge new information 
expressed by others, and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their 
own views in light of the evidence 
presented. 

1  3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.8.2  

3.08.SLA 
Grade 8 CPI 02 

Analyze the purpose of 
information presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and 
evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its 
presentation. 

1 2  4 5 6   9 1
0      1

6   



MS6-8 Library/Media Grades 6-8 Media Services     Page 112 

A-1 

• .ELA-
Literacy.SL.8.3  

3.08.SLA 
Grade 8 CPI 03 

Delineate a speaker's argument 
and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and 
relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence and identifying when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

1 2 3 4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6  1

8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.1a 

3.08.WA Grade 
8 CPI 01.A 

Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

           1
2   1

5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.1b 

3.08.WA Grade 
8 CPI 01.B  

Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 

   4        1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.2a  

3.08.WA Grade 
8 CPI 02.A  

Introduce a topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader 
categories; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

              1
5    

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.2b  

3.08.WA Grade 
8 CPI 02.B  

Develop the topic with relevant, 
well-chosen facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

           1
2 

1
3  1

5 
1
6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.2f  

3.08.WA Grade 
8 CPI 02.F 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

     6             
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.5  

3.08.WB Grade 
8 CPI 05 

With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 
1–3 up to and including grade 8 
here.)  

                1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.6  

3.08.WB Grade 
8 CPI 06  

Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the 
relationships between information 
and ideas efficiently as well as to 
interact and collaborate with 
others. 

    5          1
5  1

7 
1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.7  

3.08.WC Grade 
8 CPI 07 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing 
on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration. 

  3 4 5 6   9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3   1

6 
1
7 

1
8 

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.8  

3.08.WC Grade 
8 CPI 08 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

  3   6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4  1

6   
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• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.9a 

3.08.WC Grade 
8 CPI 09.A 

Apply grade 8 Reading standards 
to literature (e.g., "Analyze how a 
modern work of fiction draws on 
themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, 
traditional stories, or religious 
works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is 
rendered new"). 

               1
6   

• ..ELA-
Literacy.W.8.9b 

3.08.WC Grade 
8 CPI 09.B  

Apply grade 8 Reading standards 
to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced"). 

        9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2    1

6   

• .ELA-
Literacy.W.8.10 

3.08.WD Grade 
8 CPI 10 

Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

   4 5 6  8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2    1

6   

• 5.1.8.C.2 
5.1C Grade 8 
CPI 02 

Revise predictions or explanations 
on the basis of discovering new 
evidence, learning new 
information, or using models. 

     6 7            

• 5.1.8.D.1 
5.1D Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Engage in multiple forms of 
discussion in order to process, 
make sense of, and learn from 
others ideas, observations, and 
experiences. 

    5 6  8   1
1     1

6   
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• 5.1.8.D.3 
5.1D Grade 8 
CPI 03 

Demonstrate how to safely use 
tools, instruments, and supplies. 1 2          1

2 
1
3  1

5    

• 8.1.8.A.1 
8.1A Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Create professional documents 
(e.g., newsletter, personalized 
learning plan, business letter or 
flyer) using advanced features of a 
word processing program. 

              1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• 8.1.8.A.3 
8.1A Grade 8 
CPI 03 

Create a multimedia presentation 
including sound and images.               1

5 
1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• 8.1.8.A.4 
8.1A Grade 8 
CPI 04  

Generate a spreadsheet to 
calculate, graph, and present 
information. 

                        1
5    

• 8.1.8.A.5 
8.1A Grade 8 
CPI 05 

Select and use appropriate tools 
and digital resources to 
accomplish a variety of tasks and 
to solve problems. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

• 8.1.8.D.1 
8.1D Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Model appropriate online 
behaviors related to cyber safety, 
cyber bullying, cyber security, and 
cyber ethics. 

 2   5 6 7 8 9 1
0   1

3 
1
4 

1
5  1

7 
1
8 

• 8.1.8.D.3 
8.1D Grade 8 
CPI 03  

Demonstrate how information on 
a controversial issue may be 
biased. 

     6 7  9 1
0   1

3 
1
4     

• 8.1.8.E.1 
8.1E Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Gather and analyze findings using 
data collection technology to 
produce a possible solution for a 
content-related or real-world 
problem. 

      7 8 9 1
0  1

2 
1
3  1

5    

• 9.1.8.A.1 
9.1A Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Develop strategies to reinforce 
positive attitudes and productive 
behaviors that impact critical 
thinking and problem-solving 
skills. 

  3 4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 
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• 9.1.8.F.1 
9.1F Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Demonstrate how productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group work 
goals within or outside the 
classroom. 

  3 4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5    

• 9.1.8.A.2 
9.1A Grade 8 
CPI 02  

 Implement problem-solving 
strategies to solve a problem in 
school or the community. 

  3 4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5    

• 9.1.8.B.1  
9.1B Grade 8 
CPI 01 

Use multiple points of view to 
create alternative solutions.     5  7 8 9 1

0  1
2 

1
3      

• 9.1.8.B.2 
9.1B Grade 8 
CPI 02 

Assess data gathered to solve a 
problem for which there are 
varying perspectives (e.g., cross-
cultural, gender-specific, 
generational), and determine how 
the data can best be used to design 
multiple solutions. 

  3    7 8 9 1
0  1

2       

• 9.1.8.C.2  
9.1C Grade 8 
CPI 02 

Demonstrate the use of 
compromise, consensus, and 
community building strategies for 
carrying out different tasks, 
assignments, and projects. 

1  3 4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5    

• 9.1.8.C.3 
9.1C Grade 8 
CPI 03 

Model leadership skills during 
classroom and extra-curricular 
activities. 

1  3 4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5    

• 9.1.8.D.3 
9.1D Grade 8 
CPI 03 

Use effective communication 
skills in face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and adults 
from home and from diverse 
cultures. 

1   4 5  7 8 9 1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

1
3  1

5    
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APPENDIX E      NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
2 - Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
3 - English Language Arts 
4 - Mathematics 
5 - Science 
6 - Social Studies 
7 - World Languages 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/math/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/science/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX F     CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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